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GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 
 
P:  Welcome 
 
P:   Hymn   There’s a light upon the mountain  (TiS 276) 
 
P:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.        
   Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  
 
P:  The Lord be with you.  
   And also with you.  
  
LA:  Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love or God in Christ Jesus our Lord.           Romans 8.38-39 

 
LA: [Let us pray.]  
 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
P:   
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O God, the fount of wisdom, 
you have revealed to us in Christ 
the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price: 
grant us your Spirit's gift of discernment, 
that, in the midst of the things of this world, 
we may learn to value the priceless worth of your kingdom, 
and be ready to renounce all else 
for the sake of the precious gift you offer. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
1st Reading:   Genesis 29.15-28 

Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 
nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?”  Now Laban had two daughters; the name of 
the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel.  Leah’s eyes were lovely, and 
Rachel was graceful and beautiful.  Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven 
years for your younger daughter Rachel.”  Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you 
than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.”  So Jacob served seven years 
for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 

 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is 
completed.”  So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a feast.  But 
in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to 
her.  (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.)  When morning 
came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not 
serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?”  Laban said, “This is not 
done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn.  Complete the week of this 
one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven 
years.”  Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as 
a wife.  

For the word of the Lord,  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 105.1-11 
 
1 O give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name: 
 tell among the peoples what things he has done. 
2 Sing to him, O sing praises: 
 and be telling of all his marvellous works. 
3 Exult in his holy name: 
 and let those that seek the Lord be joyful in heart. 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength: 
 O seek his face continually. 
5 Call to mind what wonders he has done: 
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 his marvellous acts, and the judgements of his mouth, 
6 O seed of Abraham his servant: 
 O children of Jacob his chosen one. 
7 For he is the Lord our God: 
 and his judgements are in all the earth. 
8 He has remembered his covenant for ever: 
 the word that he ordained for a thousand generations, 
9 The covenant that he made with Abraham: 
 the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
10 And confirmed it to Jacob as a statute: 
 to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
11 Saying ‘I will give you the land of Canaan: 
 to be the portion of your inheritance’, 
 
 
Romans 8.26-39  
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes[a] with sighs too deep for words.  And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit[c] intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family.  And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give 
us everything else?  Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies.  Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?  As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
LA: Hymn God is Love (TiS 153) 
 
9am Gospel procession during last verse 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 

about:blank#fen-NRSV-28128a
about:blank#fen-NRSV-28129c
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The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 13 beginning at verse 44           
 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;  on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind;  when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets 
but threw out the bad.  So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous  and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.”  And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”  When Jesus had 
finished these parables, he left that place. 
 He came to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they 
were astounded and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of 
power?  Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his 
brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  And are not all his sisters with us? 
Where then did this man get all this?”  And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to 
them, “Prophets are not without honor except in their own country and in their own 
house.” And he did not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief. 
 

 For the Gospel of the Lord,  
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 LAs may sit in the congregation during the sermon 
 
Sermon 
 
 Silence 
 
LA: Nicene Creed 
 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church  

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  



 1 

 of one being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
 and became truly human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge  
 the living and the dead  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
 who with the Father and the Son  
  is worshipped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the  
 forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
LA: THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
LA: Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
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LA: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.'  
Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love 
your neighbour as yourself.'  
 
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming sinners and inviting them to the 
Lord's table.  
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God's forgiveness.  
 
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you  
 in thought, word, and deed,  
 and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God,  
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Lord, have mercy  
Christ, have mercy  
Lord, have mercy 
 
P: We are the body of Christ.  
   His Spirit is with us.  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
   And also with you.  
  
 All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation and without touching. 
 
P: Hymn Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness (TiS 454) 
   
 Note that we cannot pass collection bowls around at this time. There is a box at the back of the 
 building to receive your offerings.   
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P: The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
   

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us. 

By his death on the cross 
and rising to new life, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Merciful God, we thank you 
for these gifts of your creation, 
this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
we who eat and drink them 
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood. 
 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
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After supper, he took the cup, 
and again giving you thanks 
he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘Drink from this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance.'  
 
 Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again.  
   
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son, 
and bring us with all your people 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never ending praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
are yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  
 Blessing and honour and glory and power  
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

 Sanitise Hands  
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  
 for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. a 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in remembrance that 
he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
Special Covid-19 Guidelines: Please come forward to receive communion (bread only). Maintain 
1.5m separation as you move forward. Queue close to the pew – not in the centre of the isle – in one 
line. Sanitise hands. Receive the bread while standing and return to your seat.  
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Father of all 
we give you thanks and praise 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us in this hope that we have grasped; 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name 
  
Most loving God,  
 you send us into the world you love.  
 Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  
 in the power of your Spirit.  
 
 Announcements 
 
 Please stand for the blessing: 
 
P: The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always. Amen .  
 
LA: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:  
   In the name of Christ. Amen  
 
P: Hymn  God gives us a future (TiS 687) 
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